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1430             General Ponsonby to Mr. Gladstone
WINDSOR CASTLE. November 19, 1893.
The Queen commands me to express a hope that you and Mrs.
Gladstone will be able to dine and sleep here on Friday next the
24th November.
.1431  (Copy] Mr. Gladstone to General Ponsonby
London. Nov. 20. 1893.
I am going to take a great liberty. But my sleeping power
(a great prop) has of late been somewhat deranged, and I made
arrangements last week for going to Brighton (which particularly
agrees with me) for three nights on Friday next. Do you think
that under the circumstances Her Majesty would be so gracious
as to dispense with our coming ; naming if it were her pleasure
any other earlier or later day.
1432  (Copy) General Ponsonby to Mr. Gladstone
WINDSOR CASTLE. Nov. 20. 1893.
The Queen will not of course interfere with your sea breeze at
Brighton. But hopes you and Mrs. Gladstone will dine and sleep
here on Thursday the 23rd.
1433  (Copy) Mr. Gladstone to Queen Victoria
DOWNING STREET. Nov. 20. 1893.
Mr. Gladstone . . . together with Your Majesty rejoices in
the settlement of the Coal dispute, to which he does not doubt
that the skill and tact of Lord Rosebery have greatly contributed.
The course of the antecedent struggle presents matter for grave
consideration and in some respects regret, and it may be that
difficulties are to be apprehended in the future. But a real step
has been made, and if the temper of antagonism has been mitigated
there is nothing in the case itself to prevent the establishment as a
general rule of harmonious relations.
Mr. Gladstone feels it to be no more than just to mention to
Your Majesty that Mr. Mundella as President of the Board of
Trade contributed greatly to the formation of the recent arrange-
ments, and has, in Mr. Gladstone's judgment, acted in the whole
matter with a discernment equal to his benevolence.